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Farmer Opinions Toward the Registration of Farmers
in Nakhon Ratchasima Province
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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study (1) socio-economic circumstance of
farmers (2) farmers knowledge and understanding in the registration of farmers (3) farmers
opinions toward the registration of farmers and (4) problems and suggestions for the
registration of farmers.

The research population was a number of 307,884 farmers who registered with the
Department of Agricultural Extension in 2012 by stratified random sampling and separating
32 districts. A number of 400 samples were then selected. Instrument for data gathering was
interview form. Obtained data was analyzed by computer programs and statistics used were
frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, minimum value and maximum value.

Results of the research were as follows. (1) Most of the farmers were male with the
average age at 50 years. Over half of them completed Prathom 4. Their average number of
family member was 4.38 persons. Most of them were farmers as their main occupation.
Their average annual income was 259,160.04 baht. Their average income from agricultural
sector was 216,709.65 baht. The average occupied agricultural area was 37.61
rai/household. Almost all of the agricultural area belonged to households and located in the
District according to their domicile. Almost half of them did not have any social position but
they were customers of the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives. They
received information about the registration of farmers from agricultural extension agents.
Most of them had registered already in 2002 and registered again during the year of farmers
registration improvement in 2009. And almost all of them gained benefit from the
registration of farmers. (2) In terms of level of knowledge and understanding in the
registration of farmers, most of farmers knowledge was at high level. They understood the
registered farmers would receive registration booklet. (3) In overall, agreed opinion towards
the registration of farmers was at high level. The most agreed one was benefit to be obtained
by farmers. (4) Problems and suggestions; most of them indicated the applicants did not
understand criteria and condition due to unclear application period for the registration of
farmers. They therefore suggested that period and venue of application be clearly announced
throughout the area. Also, it was suggested that registered farmers be asked whether or not to
join the government projects.

Keywords: Farmer Opinions Toward the Registration of Farmers in Nakhon
Ratchasima Province
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